
 

 

February, 2012  

 

Pastor Shane 
Claiborne of The 
Church of the 
Simple Way in 
inner city Phila-
delphia wrote the 
following "hopes" 
or resolutions for 
2012.  We hope 
you will enjoy 
them and perhaps 
integrate them 
into your life as 
well. 

 

 

12.  Do something really nice ï that no one knows about.  

11. Spend more money on other people than I spend on my self.  Love my 
neighbor as I love myself.  And love myself as I love my neighbor. 

10. Laugh oftenéespecially at advertisements that try to convince me that I 
must buy more stuff in order to be happy.  

9. Learn a new life skill ï like carpentry, pottery, or canning vegetables.  Teach 
someone else a life skill I know how to do.  

8.  Love a few people well, remembering that what is important is not how 
much we do but how much love we put into doing it. 

7.  Write a letter to someone I need to say thank you to.  Write another letter to 
someone I need to ask to forgive me.  

6.  Track down a critic or someone I disagree with and take them to lunch.  Lis-
ten to them. 

5.  Compliment someone I have a hard time complimentingé and mean it. 

4.  Choose life.  Do something regularly to interrupt the patterns of death ï do 
something to end violence, bullying, war, and other mean and ugly things. 

3.  Pause before every potential crisis and ask, ñWill this matter in 5 years?ò 

2.  Get outside often and marvel at things like fireflies and shooting stars.  And 
regularly get my hands into the gardené so when I type on the computer I can 
see dirt under my fingernails. 

1.  Believe in miracles.  And live in a way that might necessitate one. 
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2. 

Please join us!  

Services are held:  

Saturdayñ6:00 p.m. 

Sundayñ8:30 a.m. 

Sundayñ11:00 a.m. 
 

(check the calendar for 
any changes to the  

regularly-  
scheduled  
services). 

 

All comments, suggestions, and                 submissions are welcome and  

will be considered for inclusion if space/time allows. Please keep in mind 

 the deadline for submission is the fifteenth of the month.  Articles may be 

 submitted via email to shepcluth@gmail.com or on a CD using Microsoft  

Word/Publisher, or a clean paper copy (which may be reduced in size to fit  

space constraints).  All submissions may be left on the Education /Volun 

     teer desk or placed under the office door with a note that it is for Sea 

               Scripts.  With your help, we can have an informative  

                      newsletter that addresses issues that are  

                                               important to you.     

                         Bonnie  
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The time is upon us again. The Season of Epiphany is about to give way to 
the next one in the season of the church, which is Lent.  If you grew up in the Lu-
theran tradition as I did, you may associate this season as a somber and mournful 
time before Easter.  This is the time when we, as the church, take time out to spend 
in reflection on the beautiful mystery of Jesus and prepare to celebrate his resur-
rection on Easter. It becomes popular in church circles to ask: What are you giving 
up? For many of us we use this as a time to fast, or give up things. Many folks give 
up chocolate, sodas, coffee, facebook, television or other indulgences for 40 days 
and nights.  It is fitting and proper to do this.   But sometimes when we focus too 

much on what we are losing, we cannot see what we are being given.   

 I have found that there are other ways that are just as helpful in our faith 
lives to ñcelebrateò Lent.  Instead of just taking something away from ourselves only 
to return to it after a season, perhaps we can also take this time to examine our 
lives and see what God is calling us to add.  A friend of mine many years ago took 
a long hard look at how he was treating his body as Godôs Temple and began an 
exercise regimen during Lent.  Another recognized that she was neglecting her own 
family and began spending more quality time and even added a family devotional 
time.  I think this season is a perfect time for us to take a ñtime outò from the normal 

and see where God might be leading us to follow Him anew. 

 During this Season, our congregation will also be ñaddingò to our spiritual 
disciplines during Lent.  Beginning On Wednesday, February 29, we will host week-
ly Lenten Dinners at 5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall.  What will be added to each 
weekly dinner is a worship service entitled ñHolden Evening Prayerò as well as a 
Lenten Drama series, ñLost in Grace.ò  The dramas take place in a diner and the 
character of God appears each week as a waitress.  These dramas will be per-
formed by members of the congregation and will be based on different themes from 
the Bible.  Please invite your friends to come and join us each week as we take a 
more detailed look at the bible through a drama.  Also, come out and participate 

and learn to sing the beautiful Holden evening prayer service. I think you will love it! 

 As we follow Jesus into the ñwildernessò we begin to grow.   We do lose 
something, but we gain something too, and that is a reason to celebrate.  So, ironi-
cally, during this season that we generally look to as so somber, we can actually 

look to each other and say ñHappy Lent!ò 

God Loves You my Brothers and Sisters, and so do I, 

Pastor Brad 
3. 
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Message from the President... 
Brothers and Sisters,  

Are you a consumer Christian or a 

producer Christian?  Consumer 

Christians are like children.  They 

expect to be taken care of because 

they believe they arenõt ready to go 

out in the world on their own.  They 

are well fed, clothed with the love of 

family, and educated.  They are wait-

ing for someone to tell them they 

have grown up as a Christian and are able to minister on their own.  

They are comfortable.  Expectations are low for them but they are 

on the edge of stagnation.     

Producer Christians are Disciples who have left the nest (or were 

kicked out of the house).  They donõt have all the answers but are 

anxious to prove they are grown up.  They return home for advice and 

help, are guided by their spirit, and by a calling from God.  It isnõt 

that they are bold in their ministries; on the contrary, they are still 

in need of guidance.     

To paraphrase our late President John Fitzgerald Kennedy:  Ask not 

what your Lord can do for you; ask what you can do for your Lord.  

Hasnõt He done enough in our lives?  

Yours in Christ,  

Joan Rukavina, President of Congregational Council  

You are invited!  

Lutheran Men in Mission will meet, with spouses as 
guests, at 6:30 p.m. to view the film "Courageous" on Mon-
day, Feb. 27. "Four men, one calling: To serve and protect. 
When tragedy strikes home, these men are left wrestling 
with their hopes, their fears, their faith, and their fathering. 
Protecting the streets is second nature. Raising their chil-
dren in a God-honoring way? That's courageous."  
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This is whatõs happening at SOS! 
Highhights from December Council Meeting: 

 

Election of officers: 

President ï Joan Rukavina  Vice President ï Jim Beissel 

Secretary ï Judy Lowe   Treasurer ï David Fellers 

¶ Approved Jeanne Woolley as secretary if the congregation passes the revi-
sions to constitution to enable all council members to be able to discuss and 
vote. 

¶ Approved the recommendation of Finance Committee of BB&T for refinance 
of mortgage.  To be voted on at the 2/19 congregational meeting. 

¶ Approved the budget recommended by Finance Committee.  To be vote on 
at the 2/19 congregational meeting. 

¶ Approved the change in SOSôs bylaws to reflect Lutheran Men in Missions 
change to a private 501c(3) organization. 

¶ Approved the use of the 2011 budget going into 2012 until the congregation 
passes a new budget. 

Thanks to Dick Draper for his service as President in 2010, and to John Burling, 
David Fellers, Sue Morich, and Pat Stanley for their service on the congregation-
al council. 

Approved the move of Council meeting to the second Monday of each month. 

Committee assignments were completed and will appear in the annual report. 

Approved Clyde Wallace to replace Dick Draper on council. 

 

 
 

 

2 Session Membership Class 

Sunday, February 5 and February 12ñ9:45 a.m. 

Church Library 
This two-session class will give a brief overview of the Lutheran Church and what we believe.  

You will also have an opportunity to ask any questions you may have.  On February 26th we 

will also offer a class entitled Belonging, as a way to introduce you to the many ministry op-

portunities available at Shepherd of the Sea. 

 

We will be receiving new members again on the weekend of February 25th and 26th at all 

three services.  If you would like to be received on that date, please let Pastor Brad know or 

call the church office at 651-7377.  If you are unable to attend that weekend and would like 

to be received at another time, please let us know that also. 5. 
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Thanks to all the Ladies and Gentlemen who 

attended the Pot Luck Christmas Gathering.  

WELCA was able to give Pastor Brad a check 

for $336 for his Discretionary Fund.  We are 

sure it will be put to good use!  

-Shirley Keeley, Treasurer of WELCA 

We will be applying for Thrivent matching funds for this fundraiser. 

(chicken for those more 

more tame!) 
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KIMõS KORNERéé......February 2012  
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We are in need of a ñmusic librarianò to help file music. This job 
would involve sorting and filing music used by the adult choir and 
both handbell choirs. You would only need to work once or twice a 
month to sort the piles of music which desperately need to be 
filed. If you have good organizational skills and are currently not 
involved in other areas of the church, please call me at 651-7377 
or see me after worship! Iôll soon be buried under the piles!!!!!!!!!!!!
            Kim  

7. 

OUR ANNUAL  

LUTHERAN MEN IN MISSION  

VALENTINE LUNCHEON  

WHEN: FEBRUARY 12TH AT 1:30 PM 

WHERE:  THE LANDMARK RESORT 

1501 S. Ocean Blvd., Myrtle Beach, SC 

Ed Kilbourne will be our guest.  He is a renowned singer, story-

teller, and folk-theologian and is widely known and appreciat-

ed for his ability to combine music and spiritual teaching in 

worship and concert settings.  

 

 

 


